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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EC.TBIO 

SUBJECT: SMITHSONIAN - RESEARCH AT DARWIN STATION ON 
GALAPAGOS 

1 . SMITHSONIAN LEARNED OE APPARENT CONSFICATION BY 
GOVERNMENT OE ECUADOR OF THREE RADIO TRANSCEIVERS THAT 

ARE U.S. GOVERNMENT PROPERTY AND WERE BEING TAKEN TO ECUADOR 
FOR USE BY CHARLES DARWIN RESEARCH STATION (CDRS) IN 
DECEMBER. EXACT DATE OF TRANSCEIVERS' ARRIVAL QUITO AND 
CIRCUMSTANCES OF CONSFICATION NOT CLEAR, BUT LETTER 
RECEIVED JANUARY 24TH FROM OUTGOING CDRS DIRECTOR CRAIG 
MACFARLAND STATES FOLLOWING: JAMES HINKLE (AMERICAN 
RESIDENT IN ECUADOR WHO WAS ACTING AS COURIER WITH TRANS- 
CEIVERS BECAUSE OE THEIR FRAGILITY) ARRIVED IN QUITO WITH- 
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OUT TRANSCEIVERS HAVING LEFT THEM IN BOGOTA BECAUSE OF 
INSUFFICIENT EXCESS BAGGAGE FUNDS. TRANSCEIVERS WERE SENT 
FOR BUT WERE CONSFICATED UPON ARRIVAL QUITO AIRPORT. CDRS 
AGENT GUAYAQUIL JUAN BLACK (CENTRO DE INFORMACION GALAPAGOS) 
IS ATTEMPTING EEFECT RELEASE TRANSCEIVERS. 

2. SMITHSONIAN EEARS ALL CONCERNED WILL LOSE SIGHT OE 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


FACT TRANSCEIVERS ARE U.S. GOVERNMENT PROPERTY OE CONSIDER- 
ABLE VALUE (DOES 5,100 WHOLESALE), AND WOULD THEREEORE 
APPRECIATE EMBASSY LOOKING INTO MATTER. MACEARLAND EXPECTS 

TO BE IN QUITO BETWEEN EEBRUARY I AND 10 AND TO STAY AT 
RESIDENCIA CUMBRES. HE SHOULD BE ABLE TO PROVIDE 
COMPLETE BACKGROUND ON AEEAIR. 

3. TRANSCEIVERS MANUEACTERED BY R.L. DRAKE CO. AND ARE 
MODEL TR-M BEARING SERIAL NUMBERS "CDRS-001, 002 AND 
003." THIS SPECIAL SERIAL NUMBER COMMISSIONED BY DRAKE 
COMPANY IN HONOR OP DARWIN STATION. SMITHSONIAN INTENTION 
WAS POR TRANSCEIVERS TO BE ON LONG TERM LOAN TO CDRS AND 
IMPORTED ECUADOR UNDER STANDING CDRS ARRANGEMENT WITH GOE 
POR IMPORTATION OP RESEARCH EQUIPMENT. SMITHSONIAN WOULD 
LIKE TO EPPECT LOAN TO CDRS BUT TAILING THAT, WOULD 
INSIST GOE ALLOW RETURN OP EQUIPMENT TO U.S. VANCE 
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